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Purpose

On rare occasions, staff may encounter a youth who is dead or presumed to be dead. This
procedure outlines what to do if staff encounter this situation.

Related Policies
Family Services Policy 133: Death of a Child Served by the Division

Woodside Policy and Procedure 420: Resident and Family Notifications

Policy and Procedure

1. Discovering staff immediately begin CPR and continue until medical personnel
indicate otherwise;

2. Other staff members contact Essex Rescue Squad (911) and inform them of the emergency,
youth’s vital signs, etc.;

3. All residents are removed from the area;

4. When medical personnel arrive, they are immediately escorted to the scene;

5. Woodside staff must assume responsibility for securing the area of the incident, ensuring
that no objects are moved or taken from the area until an investigation is completed;

6. If a doctor pronounces a child to be dead, the Supervisor will notify the Woodside director
or designee.

Notifications

The Woodside Director (or person covering in his/her absence) will notify:
e Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner;
e Essex Police Department;
e Vermont State Police;
e Chittenden County State's Attorney's Office;
e Family Services Worker;

e RLSI;
e CIES,

if after hours.
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