VERMONT

Department for Children and Families : Agency ofHuman Services
Econornic Services Division [phone] 8oa-241-0592
HC1 South, 280 State Dr. [fax]  802-241-0460

Waterbury, VT 05671-1020
www.def.state.vt.us

TO: Office of the Secretary of Ste;te
FROM: Melissa Riegel-Garrett, CDD Policy Director
DATE:  June 21,2019 |
~ Subject: Proposed rule changes to the Step Ahead Recognition Syste@ (STARS) Standards:

Thls memorandum transmits a final proposed rule that implements changes to the Step Ahead Recognition
System (STARS) Standards. Enclosed for filing:

Proposed Rule Coversheet

Adopting Page

Economic Impact Statement

Environmental Impact Analysis

Strategy for Maximizing Public Input

Clean Text of the Proposed Rule Changes

Annotated Text of Proposed Rule Changes

Chart of all public comments and a responsiveness SUIALY .
February 11, 2019 ICAR Minutes

Signatory Authority Memo

VLN

—

The proposed rule implements recommendations from an external evaluation report of the STARS system.

The rule eliminates the application process for being recognized as a one-STAR program for programs in good

_ regulatory standing and also removes "regulatory compliance history" as a category in which a program may
be awarded STARS. ' ' '

Additionally, this rule adds relevant definitions and aligns them with the definitions used in the Child Care
Licensing Regulations and adjusts “Department of Education / DOE to Agency of Education / AOE. Finally,
this Rule removes the requirement to be a Specialized Child Care Provider in order to earn 2 points in the
Families and Communities Arena. This aligns with the new Specialized Child Care requirement that programs
be at least 3 STARS in order to be a Specialized Child Care Provider.

Summary of Public Hearing and Written Comments ‘
Comments were received by 21 commenters during the public comment period for the STARS rules.

« Two public hearings were held: April 30, 2019 and May 1, 2019 at the Waterbury, VT State Office
Complex and virtually. There were three (3) public attendees, one representing a family child care
home, one representing a center based child care and preschool program and one representmcv a Head
Start grantee.

- »  One commenter, who represented a Head Start grantee, submitted comments through a letter to the
division.

» The remaining 17 comments were submltted through an open online survey collect01 tool and the
commenters Were anonymous.




Based on public comment, we changed/added several definitions to further align with those used in child care |
- licensing regulations and we made grammatical changes throughout the Rule. Specific cornments on the
~ Proposed Rule and the Department’s Response can be found in the attached file.

If you have any questions about this rule filing, please contact:
Melissa Riegel-Garrett, COD Policy Director
Depariment for Children and Families
280 State Drive; NOB 1 North
Waterbury, Vermont 05671
melissaiiegel-garreft@vermont.gov
802-989-9685

Smcerely, — .
M/M W“

Melissa RIegel-Garrett Policy Dircctor
Vermont Department for Children and Families/Child Dcveiopment Division

-

ce: Ken Schatz, Commissioner, DCF Reeva Murphy, Deputy Cofnmissioner, CDD
Leslie Wisdom, General Counsel, DCF Heidi Morean, Policy Analyst, DCF




FINAL PROPOSED RULE # ] ] E-—OZB

Administrative Procedures — Final Proposed Rule Filing
Tostructions:

" In accordance with Title 3 Chapter 25 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the
“Rule on Rulemaking” adopted by the Office of the Secretary of State, this filing will
be considered complete upon filing and acceptance of these forms with the Office of
the Secretary of State, and the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules.

All forms requiring a signature shall be original signatures of the appropriate adopting
authority or authorized person, and all filings are to be submitted at the Office of the
Secretary of State, no later than 3:30 pm on the last scheduled day of the work week.

The data provided in text areas of these forms will be used to generate a notice of
rulemaking in the portal of “Proposed Rule Postings” online, and the newspapers of
record if the rule is marked for publication. Publication of notices will be charged
back to the promulgatmg agency.

~

PLEASE REMOVE ANY COVERSHEET OR FORM NOT |
REQUIRED WITH THE CURRENT FILING BEFORE DELIVERY!

g sy esap o e, v

Certification Statement: As the adopting Authority of this rule (see 3 V.S.A. § 801
(b) (11) for a definition), I approve the contents of this filing entitled:

-STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM (STARS) STAN])ARDS

Zém 55/«%/5/ o sl

(signature) (date)
Printed Name and Title: |
Martha Maksym
Deputy Secretary
Agency of Human Services

RECEIVED BY:

Coversheet
-Adepting Page
Economic Impact Analysis
Eavironmental Imnpact Analysis
 Strategy for Maximizing Public Input
" Scientific Information Statement (if applicable)
Incorporated by Reference Statement (if applicable)
Clean text of the rule (Amended text without annotation)
Annotated text (Clearly marking changes from previcus tule)
ICAR Minutes
Copy of Comments
Responsiveness Summary

opoooUoopoooon

_Rew‘sed QOct 25, 2018 page ]




" Fipal Proposed Coversheet

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: . '
STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM (STARS) STANDARDS

2. PROPOSED NUMBER ASSIGNED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE
P —

3. -ADOPTING_ AGENCY: _
Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department for Children & Families
4. PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON:
(4 PERSON WHO IS ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONIENT OF THE RULE).
Name: Melissa Riegel-Garrett, Policy Director

Agency: Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department
for Children & Families, Child Development Division

Mailing Address: NOB1, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT
05671-1040 :

Telephone: 802 983 - 9685 Fax: 802 241 - 0846
E-Mail: melissa.riegel-garrett@vermont.gov

Web URL(WHERE THE RULE WILL BE POSTED):
https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws—regs

5. SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON:
(4 SPECIFIC PERSON FROM WHOM COPIES OF FILINGS MAY BE REQUESTED OR WHO MAY .
ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT FORMS SUBMITTED FOR FILING IF DIFFERENT FROM THE
PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON).

Name: Heidi Moreau, DCF Policy Analyst

Agency: Vermont . Agency of Human Services, Departme'nt
for Children & Families

Mailing Address: 280 State Dr:we HC1 South, G107- 2
Waterbury, VT 05671-1020

Telephone: 802 595 - 9639 Fax: 802 241 -~ 0460
. E-Majl: Heidi.Moreau@vermont.gov '

6. RECORDS EXEMPTION INCLUDED WITHIN RULE:

(DOES THE RULE CONTAIN ANY PROVISION DESIGNATING INFORMATION A4S CONFIDENTIAL;

LIMITING ITS PUBLIC RELEASE; OR OTHERWISE EXEMPTING IT FROM INSPECTION AND
COPYING?) No

IF YES, CITE THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THE EXEMPTION:

PLEASE SUMMARIZE THE REASON FOR THE EXEMPTION:

Revised Oct 25, 2018  page2



Final Proposed Coversheet

7.

- 10.

1.
12,
3.

14.

LEGAL AUTHORITY / ENABLING LEGISLA’I‘ION

(T'HE SPECIFIC STATUTORY OR LEGAL CITATION FROM SESSION LAW INDICATING WHO THE
ADOPTING ENTITY IS AND THUS WHO THE SIGNATORY SHOULD BE. THIS SHOULD BE 4
SPECIFIC CITATION NOT A CHAPTER CITATION).

3 V.8.A. § 801(b) (11); 33 V.S.A. § 105({b) (2)
EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF
THE AGENCY:

33 V.8.A. 105(b) {2) states that the Comm1551oner has
the authority to "fix standards and issue regulations
necessary to administer" the laws assigned to the
Department. Under 33 V.S.A. § 3502, the Department is
responsible for regulating child .care facilities. As
the Lead Agency for the Child Care and Development Fund
in Vermont, the Department 1is responsible for
"[d]developing, implementing, or enhancing a tiered
quality rating and improvement system for child care
providers and services." 45 C.F.R. § 98.53(a){(3).

THE FILING HAS CHANGED SINCE THE FILING OF THE PROPOSED
RULE. ‘ '

THE AGENCY #AS INCLUDED WITH THIS FILING A LETTER
EXPLAINING IN DETAIL WHAT CHANGES WERE MADE, CITING CHAPTER
AND SECTION WHERE APPLICABLE. '

SUBSTANTIAL ARGUMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS WERE NOT
RAISED FOR OR AGAINST THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL.

THEF&HE@?Y HAS NOT INCLUDED COPIES OF ALL WRITTEN
SUBMISSIONS AND SYNOPSES OF ORAL COMMENTS RECEIVED.

THE AGENCY HAS NOT INCLUDED A LETTER EXPLAINING IN
DETAIL THE REASONS FOR THE AGENCY’S DECISION TOREJECT OR
ADOPT THEM.

CONCISE SUMMARY (150 WORDS OR LESS):

" The proposed rule removes "Regulatoxry Compllance

I5.

History" as a category in which a regulated child care
program can be awarded points under the Step Ahead
Recognition System (STARS). The rule also eliminates
the application process for being recognized as a one-
star program when the regulated program’s licensing
status is in good regulatory standing.

EXPLANATION OF WHY THE RULE IS NECESSARY:

Revised Oct 25, 2018 : ‘ page 3 -




Final Proposed Coversheet

16.

17.

18.

The current Step Ahead Recognltlon System (STARS) rule
has been in effect since January 2010. Since 2010,
several changes serve as an impetus for proposing this
rule change:

An external evaluation and wvalidation of STARS was
published in 2018. The primary factors from this
evaluation that influenced the proposed changes were:
(1) A survey of families indicated that families do not
understand the difference hetween a regulated provider
and a regulated program that alsc engages in the STARS
quality rating and improvement system and (2) The
majority of programs participating received all of the
points in the regulatory history arena, making that '
arena an invalid way to differentiate quality.

In 2017, new state rules regulating child care programs
went into effect '

75% of all regulated child care programs are currently
participating in STARS. In a Fall 2018 survey, the
majority of the 315 programs not participating in STARS
indicated the application paperwork is the maln reason
for not participating.’

EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS NOT ARBITRARY:

The proposed rule changes are based on the state and
federal laws governing child care programs, and
feedback from families and child care programs.

LIST OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES AND GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
AFFECTED BY THIS RULE: |

All independent providers of out-of- home care not
otherwise exempt from regulation;

Public schools that provide care to children of pre-
klndergarten age;

_Vermont Department for Children and Families;

Vermont Agency of Education, and

Children, from birth to 13 years of age, and their
families. : '

BRIEF SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC IMPACT (150 WORDS OR LESS):
The .Department used STARS administrative data to explore

the potential impact of these proposed rule.changes. The

data showed:

Revised Oct 25, 2018 | page 4




Final Proposed Coversheet

19.
20.

818 programs will have no change in STARS and therefore
there is no ecohomic impact on thése programs and the -
families enrolled. '

435 programs would achieve a 1- STAR level or move up a STAR
level, resulting in a positive economlc impact of:

$200, 900 for programs ({(bonus for increasing a STAR level)

$450,000 for families enrolled in those programs, ag a
result of the subsidy payment made on their behalf

-increasing by:

5% above the base rate for programs achieving 1 STAR;

10% above the base rate for programs achieving 2 STARS)

20% above the base rate for programs. achieving 3 STARS;

30% above the base rate for programs achieving 4 STARS; and
40% above the base rate for programs achieving 5 STARS.

A HEARING wAS HELD.

HEARING INFORMATION-
(‘THE FIRST HEARING SHALL BE NO SOONER THAN 30 DAYS FOLLOWING THE POSTING OF
NOTICES ONLINE).

IF THIS FORM IS INSUFFICIENT TO LIST THE INFORMATION FOR EACH HEARING PLEASE
ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET TO COMPLETE THE HEARING INFORMATION.

Date: 4/306/2019

Time: 06:30 PM

Street Address: 280 State Drive, NOB 1, Waterbﬁry, VT
Zip Code: 056711040

Date: 5/1/2019

Time: 01:00 PM
Street Address: 280 State Drive, NCB 1, Waterbury, VT
Zip Code: 05671-1040

Date: .

Time: ‘ AM
Street Address:

Zip Code:

Date:
Time: . AM

Revised Oct 25, 2018 , ‘ page 5




Final Proposed Coversheet
Street Address:
Zip Code:

21. DEADLINE FOR COMMENT (NO EARLIER THAN 7 DAYS FOLLOWING LAST HEARING)! |
5/10/2019 '

KEYWORDS (PLEASE PROVIDE AT LEAST 3 KEYWORDS OR PHRASES TO AID INTHE
SEARCHABILITY OF THE RULE NOTICE ONLINE).

STARS

CbD

Child Care
daycare

Step Ahead Recognition System

Revised Oct 25, 2018 ‘ " pageG




Administrative Procedures — Adopting Page

Instructions:

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process:

Note: To satlsfy the requirement for an annotated text, an agency must submit the entire
rule in annotated form with proposed and final proposed filings. Filing an annotated
paragraph or page of a larger rule is not sufficient. Annotation must clearly show the
changes to the rule.

When possible, the agency shall file the annotated text, vsing the appropnate page or
pages from the Code of Vermont Rules ag a basis for the annotated version. New rules
need not be accompanied by an annotated text.

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: '
' STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM (STARS) STANDARDS

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
© Vermont Agency of Human Serv1ces Depaxtment for Children & Families

3. TYPE OF FILING (PLEASE CHOOSE THE TYPE QF FILING FROM THE DROPDOWN MENU
BASED ON THE DEFINITIONS PROVIDED BELOW):

o AMENDMENT - Any change to an already existing rule,
even if it is a complete rewrite of the rule, it is considered
an amendment as long as the rule is replaced with other
text.

e NEW RULE - A rule that d1d not prev1ously exist even under
 a different name.-

. REPEAL The removal of a rule in its entuety, without
replacing it with other text.

This filing is AN AMENDMENT OF AN EXISTING RULE

4, LAST ADOPTED (PLEASE PROVIDE THE SOS LOGH, TITLE AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF
THE LAST ADOPTION FOR THE EXISTING RULE):

808 Log #09-032,Step Ahead Recognltlon System {STARS)
Standards, -effective date January 3, 2010

Revised Oct 25, 2018 ‘ ' page 1




Administrative Procedures — Economic Impact Analysis

Instructions:

In completing the economic impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates the
anticipated costs and benefits to be expected from adoption of the rule; estimates the
costs and benefits for each category of people enterprises and government entities
affected by the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; and explains their
analysis concluding that rulemaking is the most appropriate method of achieving the

regulatory purpose.

Rules affecting or regulating schools or school districts must include cost unphcatlons
to local school districts and taxpayers in the impact statement, a clear statement of
‘associated costs, and consideration of alternatives to the rule to reduce or ameliorate -
costs to local school districts while still achieving the objectives of the rule (see 3
V.S.A. § 832b for details). ' |

Rules affecting small businesses (excluding impacts incidental to the purchase and
payment of goods and services by the State or an agency thereof), must include ways
that a business can reduce the cost or burden of compliance or an explanation of why
the agency determines that such evaluation isn’t appropriate, and an evaluation of:
creative, innovative or flexible methods of compliance that would not significantly
impair the effectiveness of the rule or increase the risk to the health, safety, or welfare
of the public or those affected by the rule.

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
- STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM (STARS) STANDARDS
2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
| Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department for Children &: Families

3. CATEGORY OF AFFECTED PARTIES:
LIST CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES, AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES POTENTIALLY
AFRECTED BY THE ADOPTION OF THIS RULE AND THE ESTIMATED COSTS AND BENEFITS
ANTICIPATED: ' '

Center—-based child care and preschool programs;
_ registered and licensed family child care homes;
afterschool programs;

Families with children enrolied in regulated child care
programs; ' | ' ‘

Revised Oct 25, 2018 _ - page I




Economic Impact Analysis,
Agency of Education; and Agency of Human Services,
Department for Children and Families, Chlld Development
DlVlSlon

The Department used STARS administrative data to
explore the potential impact of these proposed rule
changes. The data showed:

818 regulated child care programs will have no change
in STARS and therefore there is no economic impact on
these programs and the families enrolled.

435 regulated child care programs would achieve a 1=
STAR level or move up a STAR level, resulting in a
positive economic impact of:

$- 200,900 for regulated chlld care programs (total
bonuses awarded for increasing a STAR level)

$ 450,000 for families enrolled in those programs, as a
result of the subsidy payment made on their behalf

' increasing by: '
5% above the base rate for programs achieving 1 STAR;
10% above the base rate for programs achieving 2 STARS;
20% above the base rate for programs achieving 3 STARS;
30% above the base rate for programs achieving 4 STARS; -

40% above the base rate for programs achieving 5 STARS.

4. IMPACT ON SCHOOLS:
INDICATE ANY IMPACT THAT THE RULE WILL HAVE ON PUBLIC EDUCATION, P UBLIC
SCHOOLS, LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND/OR TAXPAYERS CLEARLY STATING ANY
ASSOCIATED COSTS: '

Public Schools with prequalified preklndergarten
programs will experience either a neutral or positive
impact from this rule change. The Department used STARS
administrative data to explore the potential impact of
these proposed rule changes. The data showed: |

818 regulated programs (including some public school
programs)will have no change in STARS and therefore
~ there is no economic ilmpact on these programs and the
families enrolled. '

Revised Oct 25, 2018 ’ page 2




* Economic Impact Analysis

435 regulated programs (including some public school
programs)would achieve a 1-STAR level or move up a STAR
level, resulting in a positive economic impact as a
result of bonuses awarded for increasing a STAR level.

5. ALTERNATIVES: CONSIDERA TION OF ALTERNA TIVES TO THE RULE TO REDUCE OR
AMELIORATE COSTS TO LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHILE STILL ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVE :
OF THE RULE.

The rule changes will either have a neutral or p051t1ve
economic impact on school districts, and therefore, no _
alternatives to the rule would reduce or ameliorate
costs to local school districts.

6. IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES:
INDICATE ANY IMPACT THAT THE RULE WILL HAVE ON SMALL BUSINESSES (EXCLUDING
IMPACTS INCIDENTAL TO THE PURCHASE AND PAYMENT OF GOODS AND SERVICES BY THE
STATE OR AN AGENCY THEREOF)

Center-based and famlly child care home regulated Chlld
care programs are small businesses that will experience
either a neutral or positive impact from this rule -
change. The Department used STARS administrative data
to explore the potential impact of these proposed rule
changes. The data showed: '

818 regulated programs (including some small business
child care programs)will have no change in STARS and
therefore there is no economic impact on these programs.
and the families enrolled.

435 regulated programs (including some small business
child care programs)would achieve a 1-STAR level or
move up a STAR level, resulting in a p031tlve economic
impact as a result of bonuses awarded for 'increasing a
STAR level. ' ‘

7. SMALL BUSINESS COMPLIANCE: EXPLAIN WAYS A BUSINESS CAN REDUCE THE
COST/BURDEN OF COMPLIANCE OR AN EXPLANATION OF WHY THE AGENCY DETERMINES
THAT SUCH EVALUATION ISN'T APPROPRIATE. :

The rule changes will elther ‘have a neutral or positive
economic impact on small business child care programs,
and therefore, an evaluation of ways & business can
reduce the cost/burden of compliance is inapplicable.

8. COMPARISON: |
Revised Oct 25, 2018 | | B | page 3




Economic Impact Analysis

COMPARE THE IMPACT OF THE RULE WITH THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OTHER
ALTERNATIVES TO THE RULE, INCLUDING NO RULE ON THE SUBJECT OR A RULE HAVING
SEPARATE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL BUSINESS.

The economic impact of this rule amendment is.positive.
compared to no rule change. If these changes were not
adopted regulated child care programs would not receive
the anticipated bonuses for increasing a STAR level and
families' subsidies would remain the same.

9. SUFFICIENCY: EXPLAIN THE SUFFICIENCY OF THIS ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS.
The Department used administrative data to evaluate the
‘exact ecornomic impact on parties impacted by the
adoption of this rule change. This data sufficiently
captured the economic impact of the rule change.

Revised Oct 25, 2018 : page 4




Administrative Procedures — Environmental Impact Analysis

" Instructions:

In completing the environmental impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates
the anticipated environmental imapacts (positive or negative) to be expeocted from
adoption of the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; explains the
‘sufficiency of the environmental impact analysis.

Examples of Environmental Impacts include but are not limited to:

e Impacts on the emission of greenhouse gases
¢ Impacts on the discharge of pollutants to water
o Impacts on the arability ofland
» Impacts on the climate
e Impacts on the flow of water
‘e Impacts on recreation
¢ Or other environmental impacts

A - Appmes i

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
' STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM: (STARS) STANDARDS
2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Vermont Agency of Human Services, Departmeﬁt for Children & Families

3. GREENHOUSE GAS: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS THE EMISSION OF
GREENHOUSE GASES (E.G. TRANSPORTATION OF PEOPLE OR GOODS; BUILDING

HWW&%RUCH%E:&M@ZEEANDDEW%O&%MWZWA%EGEMHMIKM&EKU:
No impact.

4. WATER: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS WATER (E.G. DISCHARGE / ELIMINATION OF
POLLUTION INTO VERMONT WATERS, THE FLOW OF WATER IN THE STATE, WATER QUALITY

ETC.):
No impact.

5. LAND: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS LAND (E.G. IMPACTS ON FORESTRY,

AGRICULTURE ETC.):
No impact.

6. RECREATION: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACT RECREATION IN THE STATE:
No impact. '

7. CLIMATE: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS THE CLIMATE IN THE STATE:
‘ No impact.

Revised Oct 25, 2018 . page 1




Environmental Impact Analysis-

8. OTHER: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACT OTHER ASPECTS OF VERMONI'S
ENVIRONMENT: '
No impact.

9. SUFFICIENCY: EXPLAIN THE SUFFICIENCY OF THIS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ANALYSIS. '
The proposed rule relatés to the quality recognition
system to promote, reward and recognize child care and
education programs that achieve standards above
licensing requirements and has no impact on any of the
above areas, and therefore, this analysis'sufficiently
captures that there will be no environmental impact.

Revised OGI‘IZ.‘)‘, 2018 _ ' ' . - page 2




Admlmstratwe Procedures — Public Input

Instructlons

Tn completing the public input statement, an agency describes the strategy prescribed
by ICAR to maximize public input, what it did do, or will do to comply with that plan
to maximize the involvement of the public in the development of the rule.

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process:

AT PE IR S ST T T

{. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
STEP AHEAD RECOGNITION SYSTEM (STARS) STANDARDS

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: |
Vermont Agency of Human Sérvices, Department for Children & Families

3. PLEASE DESCRIBE THE STRATEGY PRESCRIBED BY ICAR TO .
MAXIMIZE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
'PROPOSED RULE:

Collect feedback from stakeholders on the existing"
STARS system.

Establish a committee that includes stakeholdex
perspectives whose task it is to utilize stakeholder
feedback and research on best practices in QRIS Systems
to develop the recommended changes to the Vermont STARS
system. :

Inform Stakeholders of the proposed changes to the
STARS system:

1. Dlstrzbute information via email lists, website.
posts, and Facebook page.

2. Host in-person public meetings throughout -Vermont.

3. Collect feedback from stakeholders wvia an electronic
survey. ' '

Incoxrporate feedback received from stakeholders into
the proposed changes to the STARS system.

: 4.PLEASEIJSFTHESTEPSTEMHUEAVEBEENTNKVHHLBE??QG&QTO
CON@LYVHTHTHATSTRATEGY
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Public nput ‘
1. EXTERNAL EVALUATION The proposed revisions to the
STARS Rules are based on an external Evaluation of the
Vermont STARS. https://www.childtrends.org/wp-
content /uploads/2018/10/VernontEvaluationBrief ChildTre
nds_ October2018.pdf

A.  The external evaluation included focus groups,
~surveys and site-based observations of VT STARS
programs at all STAR levels.

B. Evaluation Committee: The external evaluator
was supported by a stakeholder committee
https://dcf.vermont. gov/31tes/dcf/flles/CDD/Proposed/ST
ARS/STARS Evolution Committee Members.pdf

2. STARS REVISION/EVOLUTION. In response to the
evaluation results, the stakeholder committee shifted
to focus on recommendations to change STARS.

3. In-person, public meetings hosted by Regional
Building Bright Futures Councils happened over Fall
2018. The public was walked through these proposed
rule changes, the rationale for the rule changes
{(evaluation results) and offered the opportunity to
provide feedback. (The Department received no negative
feedback about these proposed rule changes during our
presentations) .

https://dcf.vermont. gov/51tes/dcf/flles/CDD/Proposed/ST
ARS/STARS Evolutions Fall 2018 Inperson_ opportunltles P
df

4. A survey via AHS/DCF/CDD Wéb page 1s open to the
public to provide input and submit guestions.

5. The STARS section of the CDD webpage hosts a section
- on these proposed rule changes that includes updates to
' the process and answers to frequently asked questions
about the evolution of STARS. _
https://dcf.vermont.gov/childcare/providers/stars/evolu
tion : ' :
6. A Facebook Group, created specifically for child
care providers in Vermont, posts information and hosts
conversations about the STARS change. '

7. A survey was sent in Fall 2018 to the 315 programs
not engaging in STARS to learn why they arén't
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Public Input

engagihg. The overwhelming reason was they did not
want to do the paperwork.

8. During promulgation process, held two (2) public:
hearings, in person at the Waterbury State Office
Complex and virtually: April 30, 2019 at 6:30pm and May
1, 2019 at 1lpm.

5. BEYOND GENERAL ADVERTISEMENTS, PLEASE LIST THE PEOPLE AND
- ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN-OR WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED RULE:

Stakeholder members of the STARS -FEvolution Committee:

Alyson Ruby Gryzb, Co-Director Bennington Early
Childhood Center. (VCCPA rep and center-based child
care rep)

Amy Bolger, Early Chilcdhood and Afterschool Systems .
Specialist DCF/Chiid Development Division/ Statewide
Systems & Community Collaborations ({SSCC} Unit.

Andrea Racek, Assistant Coordinator/Public School
Administrator Franklin County Early Childhood Programs
(Public School rep)

Becky Millard, Director Northern Lights at CCV
(Community College of Vermont)

Dianne Carter, Early Childhood and Afterschool Systems
Specialist DCF/Child Development Division/ Statewide
Systems & Community Collaborations (SSCC) Unit.

Ellen Drolette, Owner/Operator/Teacher Sunshine
Daydream Child Care (Registered child care home in
Burlington) (Family child care home rep)

Gayle Rapp, Head Start ES-CC Manager Capstone Community
Action (Head Start and Early Head Start rep)

Iilana Snyder, Co-Director Mary Johnson Children’s
Center (STARS administration and center-based childcare

rep)

Jill Pearl, CIS Administrator DCF/Child Development
Division/ Children’s Integrated Seerces
(CIS/SpeCLallzed Child Care rep)

Johanna Vaczy, STARS Coordinator Mary Johnson
Children’s Center
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Public Input

Kate Rogers, Early Learning Team Manager Vermont Agency
of Education (AOE) ' '

LoulAnn Beninati, Regional Manager (St. Albans, _
Morrisville and Middlebury Regilons)  Vermont Birth to
Five | :

Melissa Riegel-Garrett, Policy Director, VT Department
"for Children and Famililes (DCE} Child Development
Division {CDD) :

Renee Swain, Director, Vermont Head Start Collaboration
Office VT Department for Children and Families (DCEF)
Child Development Division {(CDD)

Tricia Pawlik-York , Workforce and Program Improvement
Coach Vermont Afterschool, Inc.
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