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(1) Poverty and Income Trends
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Poverty Has Fallen Significantly Since the 1960s Under the 
“Anchored” Supplemental Poverty Measure



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Income Grew Among Poorest Whites and African 
Americans But Large Disparities Remain
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(2) Factors Impacting Poverty Trends
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Some Factors Pushing Poverty Down
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Some Factors Keeping Poverty High
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Income Gains Widely Shared in Early Postwar 
Decades -- But Not Since Then
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Wages Have Been Flat for Workers at Bottom and 
Middle of the Wage Distribution, Risen at the Top
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Wages Have Fallen for Men at the Bottom of the 
Wage Distribution, Risen Only Slightly for Women
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(3) The Safety Net Today
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Safety Net Today Cuts Poverty Nearly in Half
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Safety Net Programs Keep Millions Out of 
Poverty



Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

cbpp.org

Low-income babies born 
in counties that offered 
food stamps in the 
1960s and 1970s…

Grew up 
healthier and 
more likely to 
finish high school 

As the Early Food Stamp Program 
Was Rolled Out, County by County, 

Children’s Life Course Improved
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Children With Access to Food Stamps Fare 
Better Year Later
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Income Assistance for Poor children Found to 
Increase Work Hours and Earnings Later in Life 
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(4) Many Challenges Remain
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Hardship Rates Are High For Children in Poor 
and Near-Poor Households
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US Poverty Rate is High After Taxes and Transfers 
compared to Similarly Wealthy Countries*
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Poverty is Particularly High Among Minorities
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Far Fewer African Americans and Latinos 
Have Four-Year College Degrees
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(5) Areas Where We Can Make 
Further Progress
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Some places we can make progress 
at federal, state & local levels

• Focus on the necessary conditions for children’s success
– Income & stability: food and housing assistance, EITC, improve implementation & 

take up of current supports, help for very disadvantaged families (such as home 
visiting), etc.

• Address the education gap
– Disparities emerge early and persist
– Early education; K-12 success; postsecondary access and success

• Helping more people succeed in the labor market

– Economic growth
– Make work pay to reduce poverty and increase incentive to work for workers without 

children
– Address lack of jobs for less educated workers
– Address needs of very disadvantaged parents

• Health reform/Medicaid expansion
• Incarceration
• Immigration reform
Fi l t t h  t  t ti t / t it  ff t
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For additional information:

• Go to www.CBPP.org and in the top bar under “Areas of 
Research” click on “Poverty and Income”. 

– There you will find all our recent reports including our War on 
Poverty Chart Book. 

– Alternatively you can also do a web search for: War on Poverty Chart 
Book CBPP. 

– You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter, and as of earlier this 
week Instagram!

– Here’s a direct link to the War on Poverty Chart Book:
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4069
– And here’s a link to recent testimony we prepared for a 

Congressional hearing on the War on Poverty: 
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4083


