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STATE OF VERMONT
- AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES

DCF

Department for Children and Families

FROM: Seaﬁ@pu’w

Economic Services Division

BULLETINNO.: 15-30

fommissioner DATE: 9/17/15

SUBJECT: 10/1/15 3SquaresVT, Reach Up, and Medicaid Standards updates

CHANGES ADOPTED EFFECTIVE 10/1/15 INSTRUCTIONS

X Maintain Manual - See instructions below.
Proposed Regulation - Retain bulletin

and attachments until veu receive
Manual Maintenance Bulletin:
Information or Instructions - Retain

until
MANUAL REFERENCE(S):
P-2210 : ‘ P-2590
P-2420

The following standards are updated effective October 1, 2015

All programs ' :
Business expenses for providing day care meals and snacks
Business expenses for providing room and board
Agreement to Report Change, ESD 201A (130% FPL chart on back)

Medicaid long-term care : .
Average monthly and daily cost to a private patient of nursing facility services
Fuel and utility standard used to calculate spousal allocations

3SquaresVT (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)
Standard deductions
Shelter cost maximum deduction
Fuel and utility standard with heat or cooling
Fuel and utility standard without heat
Maximum Gross and Net Income, Expanded Gross Income
Allotment tables

The following standard remains as is until further notice.
Formula for households of more than 10 people.
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Manugal Maintenance

Significant changes are indicated by vertical lines in the margin. Changes to clarify, rearrange or
correct references without changing the procedure are dotted.

Reach Up Procedures
Remove Insert

P-2210 C22 (14-24) P-2210 C22 (15-30)

Medicaid Procedures

P-2420 D1 (15-12) P-2420 D1 (15-30)
P-2420 D3 (15-12) P-2420D3 (15-30)
P-2420 D8 - (15-12) P-2420 D8 (15-30)
P-2420 D9 (15-12) P-2420 D9 (15-30)

3SquaresVT Procedures .
P- 2590 Al (14-24) _ P-2590 Al (15-30)
P-2590 A2 (14-24) P-2590 A2 (15-30)
P-2590 B-C1 (14-24) P-2590 B-C1 (15-30)
P-2590 D1-D60 (14-24) P-2590 D1-D45 (15-30)

(60 pages) , (45 pages)



Vermont Department for Children and Families Reach Up Procedures
Economic Services Division
10/1/15 Bulletin No. 15-30

P-2210 C22

P-2210  Determination and Documentation Eligibility Factors

C. Financial Eligibility Computation (Continued)

¢ Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals and Snacks (effective 10/1/15)

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to deduct, as a
business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to those children.
Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, if higher.

Breakfast
Lunch only

- Dinner only
Snack

$1.32 per day
$2.48 per day
$2.48 per day
$ .74 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) Manually figure the total monthly meal expense using either the standard deduction table or the

actual verified expenses (whichever is higher).

b) Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.
c) Add a)to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these cases the
entries in the meals fields will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS field used.

e Business Bxpenses - Providing Room and/or Board (effective 10/1/15)

Use either A or B below, whichever is the higher amount, for the business expense deductiorn.

A,

ACCESS  Group Size

Code Type 1

1 Room Only 166

2 2/3 Board 129

3 Board Only 194

4 .
Room and 2/3 Bo 295

5 Room and Board 360

2

305
238

357

543

662

3

437
341
511

778

948

4

556
433
649

988

1204

5

660
514
771

1174

1431

6+

791
617
925
1408

1716

B. The actual documented amount of business expenses for room and/or board providing the
amount does not exceed the income received from the roomers and boarders.



Vermont Department for Children and Families Medicaid Procedures

10/1/15 Bulletin No. 15- 30 P-2420 D1

D.

1.

P-2420  Eligibility Determination for Medicaid

Other Standards

SSI Federal Benefit Payment Rate (§ 29.04, 29.14(b), 29.14(c))

These are used when determining the eligibility of SSI-related adults, allocations to ineligible
children and parents, and the amount of income deemed to SSI-related child applicants.

Effective 1/1/15 ' Effective 1/1/14 —12/31/14
Individual $ 733 per month $ 721 per month
Couple -~ $1,100 per month _ $1,082 per month

Maximum allocation for Effective 1/1/15 Effective 1/1/14 —12/31/14
Ineligible child $367 permonth = - $361 per month

Business Expenses - Providing Room and/or Board
Use either A or B below, whichever is the higher amount, for the business expense deduction:
A. Standard monthly deduction, as follows:

Room - Scaled according to the size of the group.
Board - Equal to the thrifty food plan allowance for the group size.

Effective 10/1/15

ACCESS Group Size
Code Type 1 2 3 4 5 6+
_ 1 .Room Only , 166 305 437 356 660 791
2 2/3 Board 129 238 341_ 433 514 617
3 Board Only 194 357 511 649 771 925
4 Room and 2/3
Board 295 543 778 988 1,174 1,408
5 Roomand Board 360 660 948 1204 1431 1,716

B. The actual documented amount of business expenses for room and/or board providing the
amount does not exceed the income received from the roomers and boarders.



Vermont Department for Children and Families Medicaid Procedures

10/1/15 _ Bulletin No. 15-30 ‘ P—2420 D3

P-2420 Eli,gibﬂity Determination for Medicaid

D.

3.

Other Standards (Continued})

Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to deduct, as
a business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to those children.

Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, if higher.

Effective 10/1/15

Breakfast $1.32 per day
Lunch only $2.48 per day
Dinner only $2.48 per day
Snack $ .74 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) Manually figure the total monthly meal expense using either the standard deduction table or
the actual verified expenses (whichever is higher).

b) Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.

¢) Add a) to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these cases
the entries in the meals fields will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS field
used.

Dependent Care Expense Maximums — ANFC- related Medicaid - eliminated 12/31/13.

Effective January 1, 2014, the only income disregard for Medicaid for Children and Adults is

the 5% disregard that replaces all previous disregards (dependent care, $90 per earner, child

support, etc.). See P-2420 D3 #5 regarding the 5% disregard.

VPharm, and HVP — (Rule, 5414 and 5916)

$175.00 per month per person for children two years of age or older and for incapacitated adults.

$200.00 per month per child for children under two years of age.

Mileage reimbursemént rates are the rates established by the U.S. General Services

Administration. The rates fluctuate periodically. It is important to refer to the federal website in
order to determine the current rate. The website is: www.gsa. gov/mileage




Vermont Department for Children and Families _ Medicaid Procedures

10/1/15 Bulletin No.15 - 30 ' P-2420 D8

- P-2420 Eligibility Determunation for Medicaid

D. Other Standards (Continued)

8.  Allocation to Community Spouse - Long-Term Care (§ 24.04(e)(1)(i) and P-2430 E)

a. Maximum income allocation. [f actual verified housing costs excluding fuel and
utilities are greater than the base housing cost, allow up to the maximum allocation.

Effective 1/1/15 Effective 1/1/14 —12/31/14
$2,980.50 _ $2,931

b. Standard income allocation. (Maintenance income standard) This is 150 percent of the
current poverty level for 2 people.

Effective 1/1/15 _ Effective 1/1/14 —12/31/14

$1,992 _ $1,973
¢. Shelter standard This is 30 percent of the maintenance income standard in
paragraph b, above.
Effective 1/1/15 Effective 1/1/14 —12/31/14"
$598 $592
1. Fuel and utility standard. See P-2590 Al for current 3SVT fuel and utility
standard.
Effective 10/1/15 Effective 10/1/13 —9/30/14
$787 $805

2. Base housing cost

Effective 1/1/06 (10/1/05 — 12/31/05)
$ 0.00 $9.00




Vermont Department for Children and Families Medicaid Procedures

10/1/15 Bulletin No. 15 - 30 _ _ P-2420 D9

P-2420 - Eligibility Determination for Medicaid

D. Other Standards (Continued)

9.  Allocation to Each Family Member Living with a Community Spouse - Long-Term Care
(§ 24.04(e)(1)(iD)). This is the maximum allocation if family m_émber has no income.

Effective 1/1/15 Effective 1/1/14 — 12/31/14
$664.00 $657.67

Allocation if family member has income:

Maintenance iﬁcome standard (P-2420 D#8b)
- @Gross income of family member
Remainder

Remainder + by 3 = Allocation

10. Community Maintenance Allowance in the Home-and-Community-Based Waiver Program
(§ 24.04(c), P-2430 H)
Effective 1/1/15 Effective 1/1/14 - 12/31/14
$1,083 $1,066

11.  Medicare Copayments for Nursing Home Care (P-2430 E) .
For the 21st through 100th day that a Medicare eligible person is in a nursing home, Medicare
will pay the daily costs in excess of the following patient co-payment:

Effective 1/1/15 Eftective 1/1/14 —12/31/14

$157.50 $152.00

12. Standard Deductions for Assistive Community Care Services (ACCS) (§ 30.06(c)(4)) and
Personal Care Services (PCS} (§ 30.06(c)(3)) (P-2421 D).

Effective 1/1/12 Effective 1/1/09 —12/31/11
ACCS $ 42 perday $ 37 perday
~ $ 1,260 per month $ 1,110 per month
 PCS Effective 1/1/03

$  17.83 per day
$ 535.00 per month

13. Average Cost to a Private Patient of Nursing Facility Services (§ 25.04(d))
This amount is used to calculate a penalty period for an individual in a nursing home or in the
home and community-based waiver program.

Effective 10/1/15 10/1/14 — 9/30/15
$ 9,232.99 per month $8,944.04 per month




$ 307.77 per day _ $ 298.13 per day

Vermont Department for Children and Families 3SquaresVT Procedures
Economic Services Division

10/1/15 Bulletin No. 15-30 P-2590 Al

P-2590 - Reference Materials

A.  Calculating Net Income

1. Standard Deduction (Effective 10/1/15}

The standard deduction varies by household size:
$155 for households of 1 to 3 members

$168 for households of 4 members

$197 for households of 5 members

$226 for households of 6 or more members

2. Basic Medical Liability (Effective 1/1/81)

The base amount for medical liability is $35. Refer to section 273.9(d)(3) of the 3Squares VT,

3. Dependent Care Maximum Deduction (Effective 10/1/09)

Thereis no cap on the dependent care deduction for 3SquaresVT/Food Stamp Program.

4. Shelter Cost Maximum Deduction (Effective 10/1/15)
The maximum deduction for houséholds without elderly or disabled members is $504.

5. Fuel and Utility Standards

Eftective 10/1/15 10/01/14 —9/30/15
With heat or cooling $ 787.00 A $ 805.00
Without heat $225.00 $ 230.00
Phone only $ 36.00 _ $ 36.00

See P-2510 E on selecting the correct standard and ACCESS manual - STAT 5.14 (UTIL Panel)
and STAT 5.17 (PHON Panel) for ACCESS-related information.



Vermont Department for Children and Families ‘ 3SquaresVT Procedures
Economic Services Division

10/1/15 _ Bulletin No. 15-30 | P-2590 A2

P-2590 Reference Materials

A.  Caleulating Net Income (Continued)

6. Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals (Effective 10/1/15)

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to
deduct, as a business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to
those children. Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, it

higher.
Breakfast $1.32 perday |- Dinner only $2.48 per day
Lunch only $2.48 per day : Snack $ .74 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) - Manually figure the total monthly meal expense using the higher of the standard deduction
table or the actual verified expenses. Convert weekly (bi-weekly) expenses to a monthly
figure. _

b) Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.

c) Add a) to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these cases the
entries in the meals ficlds will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS field used.

Business Expenses - Providing Room and Board (Effective 10/1/15)

The following table outlines the monthly business expenses allowance for room and board. If
the client provides documentation of separate identifiable costs of providing room and/or
board that exceed the applicable table amount, allow the higher amount. Inno case, however,
may the business expense allowed exceed the amount of gross income received from the
roomer and boarder. : ‘

ACCESS Group Size
Code Type 1 2 3 4 5 6+
1 Room Only 166 305 437 556 660 791
2 2/3 Board . 129 238 341 433 514 617
3 Board Only 194 357 511 649 771 925
4 Room and 2/3
Board 295 543 778 988 1174 1408

5 Room and Board 360 662 048 1204 1431 1697

If five or more roomer/boarders are in one payment group, the case should be handled FIAT.
The RBIN panel allows only four roomer/boarders per panel. Splitting one payment onto two
RBIN panels results in an incorrect business expense deduction.



Vermont Department for Children and F amlhes - 3SquaresV'T Procedures
Economic Services Division

C10/1/15 _ Bulletin No. 15-30 . ' P -2590 B-C1

P-2590 Reference Materials

B. Maximum Resources Allowed

$3.250 for households if at least one member has disabilities or is age 60 or older; and
$2.250 for all other households.

Certain households are categorically eligible and do not have to meet the resource limits above,
nor the gross income, or net income tests. These include:
e households in which all members are eligible for Reach Up, SSIVTAABD, or the Postsecondary
Education Program (PSE), or
. e households with children who received a Vermont Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
in the past 12 months.

In addition, non-public assistance households with gross incomes below 185% FPL who have
received the AIIS Screen Door informational bookmark or otherwise been referred to the AHS
Sereen Door or vermont2 11 website for other AHS and community services are also categorically
eligible and do not have to pass the resource test above or a net income test.

All other nonfinancial eligibility criteria, such as restdency, apply.

Refer to sections 273.8b and 273.2(j) (2) of the 3Sq1iaresVT rules manual.

C. Maximum Gross and Net Income, Expanded Gross Income,' and Maximum Allotments (Thrifty

Food Plan) (10/01/15)

Maximum gross

Expanded . i monthly income to Maximum net Maximum
Household ] 7 Maximum gross ble elderly or thl llotment
Size gross monthly monthly income . enable elderly or monthly allotmen
income ‘ disabled member to be imncome levels
a separate household
185% of the 130% of the 165% of the poverty 100% of the - Thrifty Food
poverty level poverty level level poveity level Plan
| $1,815 _ $1,276 $1,619 $981 $ 194
2 2,457 - 1,726 2,191 1,328 357
3 3,097 2,177 2,763 1,675 : 511
4 3,739 2,628 3,335 2,021 649
5 4,381 3,078 3,907 2,368 771
) 5,021 3,529 ‘ - 4,479 2,715 925
7 5,663 3,980 : 5,051 3,061 1,022
8 6,305 4,430 ' 5,623 3,408 1,169
9 6,947 4,881 6,195 3,755 1,315
10 7,589 5,33 6,767 ' 4,102 1,461
Each ' - '
Additional +642 + $451 +$572 +$347 + $146

Member



Vermont Department for Children and Families o 3SquaresVT Procedures
Economic Services Division

10/1/15 Bulletin No. 15-30 P-2590 D1
P-2590 Reference Materials
3SquaresVT Allotfnent Tables

D.

1.

Current tables

Monthly allotments for households of up to 10 members, as of 10/1/2014, are contained in
the following tables. Locate the net income (not rounded) on the table for the correct
household size. As noted, categorically eligible households of one or two members are
eligible for benefits of at least $16, even if the tables do not show a benefit amount at their
net income levels.

NOTE: Benefits can be figured manually for these households as foflows:

thrifty food plan of household size
— net income x 30% (rounded up)
= allotment

Formula for Households of More Than 10 People

To determine the issuance to households of 11 or more members use the following method,
illustrated here for a household of 11 with a net monthly income of $1,295.16:

a. Multiply the household's net monthly income by 30%:
$1,295.16
x _ 30%

$ 388.55
$ 389.00 Round up to the whole dollar.

b. For each member in excess of 10 people, add $146 to the maximum allotment (thrifty
food plan) for 10 people:

1 person x $146 = $146 + $1,461 = $1,607

This is the maximum allotment for the larger household (11 people).

¢. To get correct allotment, subtract the rounded 30% $ 1,607 max. allotment
net income figure (a.) from the — 389 netincome
new maximum allotment (b.) $ 1,218 allotment

This is the maximum allotment for the larger household (11 people).

Perceniage Reduction

When demand for benefits exceeds the supply of funds, almost all households will have their
allotments reduced by a certain percentage in order to stretch available benefit dollars.
Currently no percentage reduction has been ordered.
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